
 

 

11 September 2020 
 
Dear parents / carers 
 
Weekly Update – Friday 11 September 2020 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. It has been great to welcome everyone back to the Academy, 
and as we come to the end of our first full week of the new academic year, I must complement students on how well 
they have settled and on the excellent start they have made.  As a school community we have worked together to 
enable this to happen, and I am very grateful for everyone’s support in these challenging times. 
 
You may have read recent reports in the news today that greater restrictions are being placed on Sandwell residents 
due to Covid-19. Please be assured that Sandwell Academy has already taken into consideration any increased 
measures necessary and if there is the need to introduce any further measures, we will let parents know in due 
course.  
 
Of course, due to the ever-changing situation and guidance in relation to Covid-19, we continue to review our practice 
and strategies in place on a daily basis to help to ensure that our working protocols are as effective as possible. 
Based on observations and feedback from the first week, please note the following specific updates and reminders:  
 
Face Masks 
The use of face masks is a vitally important part of the measures in place, and we need full support in ensuring that 
face masks are used effectively by everyone on site.  
 
Please can you ensure that your child brings a face mask to the Academy with them each day. As a school, we only 
have a limited supply for staff who need additional PPE, and as a result we can only sell them to a student in 
exceptional circumstances. Face masks must be plain and have no patterns or logos, and be stored appropriately in 
a sealed plastic bag. 
 
Unless there is a specific medical need, students and staff are expected to wear a face mask in all communal areas 
of the school when they are not in a lesson. In addition, students should wear a face mask on the hard play areas at 
lunchtime if they are unable to maintain a 2 metre distance. They should not to be worn in lessons. 
 
On Monday, the Academy broadcast will remind students of these key points and how to use face masks safely and 
effectively. 
 
End of day dismissal 
In order to manage the dispersal of students at the end of the day, we have increased the window for staggered 
dismissals so that it is from 3.05pm to 3.20pm.  Therefore, please can any parents or carers who collect their child 
be at the Academy from 3.05pm to support us with this process.  As per previous communication, please also 
remember to maintain social distancing at the school gates. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support and co-operation. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 


